Mitacs

Innovative

Initiative!

Let your brightest students shine
$10K or $15K award!

Training your students and sharpening

their skills, providing experiential learning
opportunities for them, enabling them to apply
concepts and theories to real-world situations,
expanding both their and your professional
networks — these are some of the opportunities
available with an exciting initiative from Mitacs.

A $10K award enables students — from college
students to undergrads, grads, postdocs, and
even recent grads — to undertake a collaborative
internship where they apply their technical
expertise to an organization's business problems
in support of its innovation activities. The award is
open to students across all disciplines, from law
to STEM to social sciences and humanities.

A $15K award gives participants the flexibility

to use up to $5K toward specified project costs

or to top-up the student stipend to provide more
competitive compensation. Some restrictions apply.

The opportunity

The breadth of opportunity for your students is wide-ranging.
Innovation projects should focus on activities that lead to
change and improvements for the partner — a business

or a not-for-profit organization — or society, such as:

> creating or commercializing Canadian
technology/intellectual property

> enhancing Canadian productivity by
developing new and improved processes

> supporting the entry of Canadian businesses
into new domestic/international markets

> developing new business models
for Canadian companies

> improving public services (e.g. transportation
infrastructure, utilities, healthcare) in Canada

> contributing new solutions to community
challenges in Canada

> addressing social or environmental issues

> advancing new approaches to include under-
represented groups in the knowledge economy

> implementing evidence-informed strategies
to address a specific challenge
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The benefits

> Provide new and broadened training and career
opportunities for students by expanding their network
with faculty, businesses, and community

> Access to funding support for your students

> Expand your networks > leading to potential consulting/
research opportunities

> Gain market intel to enhance your research projects

> Strengthen academic/industry innovation ecosystem

> Attract high-calibre students to your programs/
discipline

What you need to know

> $10K student stipend for a four-month project:
only $5K from the partner organization; no
academic institution funding is required

> $15K for a four-month project: the partner
organization’s contribution is only $7.5K

> Applications are accepted at any time
for multiple projects and students

> Open to all disciplines, businesses, and
eligible not-for-profit organizations

The details

> The award is open to students (both domestic
and international) including college students,
undergrads, grads, postdocs and even recent grads

> Eligible partners include both SMEs and
large companies, not-for-profit organizations,
municipalities, and hospitals

> Proposals should describe how the planned
project will lead to economic, health and/or
social benefits to the partner organization and/
or the community and society at large

> Each project requires oversight from a supervisor at
the partner organization and an academic supervisor

> Projects submitted to Mitacs will be
evaluated by Mitacs to confirm eligibility,
completeness, and project quality

> Each project requires oversight from a supervisor at
the partner organization and an academic supervisor

> Students are expected to meet weekly with their
supervisors to report on the progress of their
project. Virtual meetings are acceptable

> Both students and supervisors are required to
complete an exit survey at the end of the project
reporting on skills developed and providing
feedback on the program experience

> Students will deliver a final presentation to their
supervisors summarizing the work completed

> Supplemental online training will be
available to students through the Mitacs
learning management system, EDGE

Let your students gain real-world experience -
and support Canada’s innovation ecosystem!

Contact:Matt Adams

at:madams@mitacs.ca
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